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field looked askance at the arrival of " these folks" ;
and at Chapuys' first interview with Katharine
he, the chamberlain, and Vaughan who understood
Spanish, were present, and listened to all that
was said. It was a consolation, said the Queen,
that if she could not recover she might die in the
presence of her nephew's ambassador and not
unprepared. He tried to cheer her with encourag-
ing promises that the King would let her be removed
to another house, and would accede to other requests
made in her favour; but Katharine only smiled
sadly, and bade him rest after his long journey.
She saw the ambassador again alone later in the day,
and spoke at length with him, as she did on each
day of the four that he stayed, her principal dis-
course being of the misfortune that had overtaken
England by reason of the long delay of the Emperor
in enforcing justice to her.1
After four days* stay of Chapuys, Katharine
seemed better, and the apothecary, De la Sa, gave
it as his opinion that she was out of immediate
danger. She even laughed a little at the antics
of Chapuys' fool, who was called in to amuse her j
and, reassured by the apparent improvement, the
ambassador started on his leisurely return to
London.2 On the second day after his departure,
1 In the previous month of November she had -written what she called
her final appeal to the Emperor through Chapuys. In the most solemn
and exalted manner she exhorted her nephew to strike and save her before
she and her daughter were done to death by the forthcoming Parliament,
This supreme heart-cry having been met as all similar appeals had been
by smooth evasions on the part of Charles, Katharine thenceforward lost
hope, and resigned herself to her fate.
- Before Chapuys left Kimbolton he asked De la Sa if he had any sus-
picion that the Queen was being poisoned. The Spanish doctor replied
that he feared that such was the case, though some slow and cunningly